. ."

the like; and all this en Purpofe to enable themfelves either to
anfwer our Queftion W’msrrg\}sws? or to gratify their own or
their Friend’s impertinent Curiofity ; .thus they often make 2
Baeach between the moft intimate Friends, whole good Under-
flanding they before envied and weuld fain defiroy ; and how
happy do fome account themielves in Store of fuch Kind of
Obtervations, which to be fure fhall lofe novhing in their com-
munic. ting them to oihers. Andif alond Whitper will recom-
me.d any Thing of this Nature, and make it fiy furiher, by
Way o a Secrer, then it is difclofed with much ieeining Ceox-
tiq;/-, and as a Thjt‘g they wenld not avifh ro kear agan for the
#orll; nor would they bave mentiened. it, but in  Anfwer to
that important Queflion WaaT News? This is a Character
{o bafe and infam.us, that we canno: but deteft it, altho’ pot
teuch’d by it; a d even thote very Perfons, whole prefent In

tereft jtmay feem o promote, hawever they may Like the Shenal s,
never tagl 40 hate the c/und rer,

Wiat News? isalfo an ill-timed Queftion, to fich as are
over fond.ef :eporting News ; a Fondueis-to tell :}sthe News
oac | nows is, 1 goed Company, a moll naufeous Viece of Im-
pertinence.  Bari.x Wits and Comman-place Talkers commonly
ilide into.this Error. being ircapsbic of thinking to tre Purpofe,
or furnifhing a Stock from therr own flerile Fancies fit for Con-
vesfation. . Lam forry to fay, that {fome of the Fair Sex have
ap uplucky. Talent this Way ; many ot thole tnrcikigont Females
Haye a-Store of fueh swff in Referve, to entertain all Compa-
nies; they are proud or being taken Notice of by Pervas whe
Have got uchirg Ears, and wiole pretended Eftecm for them 1s
npthisg at Boiom but an impertnent Curiofity 5 {o that if their
mﬂing'lnformcrs could imyartially difcern, they would and
hat they courted their Converfasion only:. 1o make them Teols of
Bialligence,  Butit matters not, tho’ {ometimes upon fewious
Th’angb'_b, andrretiring into themlielves, they may have a Glimpte
of. their own Folly; yet theip (72,725, thro® a continued Habir,
geefuch a rivetted 't win this Way, that they can never fhake it
off ; angd no f{ooner are they placed in Company, than they pre-
fently open their budget, and wubout 1}a)’xng for our Queition
Wauat News? give you al the idle News of the Place, when

haps you are unwilling to hear them. .

“Somi Dealers in News expofe their Igrorance, by going be-
j‘ond’ their Koowlegs in Hikery, Geegs apky, and Podtics s thcy
will miftake the Situation aad Yopograph. of Flaces, the >Names
and Charaers of eminent perfons, the Time and Circumitaaces
of remarkable Actions; but thele are gencraily the moit inne-
cent Dealers-in News, .and only expote themfelves by thewing
“their Ignorance, when they aim 2k being thought very knowing
“and learned.  But the worlt of News-Tellers are. fuch as take
, Pleafure in promulgdting bad Newws, whether relating to, private
. Perfons‘or public Tran{altions; we ought therefore, when the
- Queftion WaaT News? is put tous, tobe very cautious how
we give fuch.g Reply 35 may affelt our Neighbour, either in
“hig Charageror Eftate,. in a private Capacity ; .or may;hurt the
public Conftitution, by fpreading ill-grounded Reports of bad
. Succefles, .which may, diipirit or difhearten the People: If a
" Man cannptdifpenfe with the Pleafure of smaking his Hearers
gé-,?% and ftare, he may fall upon more innocent Subjeéts of Dif-
gourte to produce this Effe&..

. BrT . to return onge more to our Queftion, WaaT News?
Uhowdhall 2 prudent Man behave, when this Qgeftion is often

{ farted.to him2 his own Senfe and Difcretion will dire& him : ..

But what Advice fhill we give the loquacious Fael? Let.him

anfwer as & Friend of mine.ufgd-to da, when thus accofted; ..

—— Sir, or Madap, the Newys-paper comes out uporn Fridey or

YL
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ne Newvs, and my Invention 15 nst asnte enough to ood ey, O 7
in fine, he may anfwer as a certain Humsriff of my Acquaimf
aoce did, when any Body afked him. WHa? Nzwe? he repli.
ed, That if bis Judgment of the Wiather failed ot ave foouly -
Fawe Rain in lefs than tave Days; or, that be propofid to dige
wvith bis Friend Mr, Such o one: And if very much prefled wity |
the Repetition of the Queftion, he .would refolve all intg tijs -
Scriptural Apothigm, That Thire aces no saw Thing under th,
Sun, and tierefore, in a literal Senfe, Ao Neaws,

To conclude, Sir,.if this Sermon to fome of your Readey
frould feem o0 long, for fo fhort and trifling 2 Text as Wy,
Niws? let it be remembered, that the Church Doors fla;g
wide open, and if they like it not, they may without Ceremony
walk out, and‘leave both the Preacher and his Difcourfe, 3
wautever Period they pleale, 4w, Siry Year's, &e.

Dotedat VW XYZ . KL MN PQRSFE, @ 4 4,
the aoebot rhe yoth
Mok, the za Day

of tocbE ek,

Extract from the Fetes of the Guneral Affemtly of New-Yu,
Die Mercarii, Nowember 20, 1743, :
A Mefiage from.his Excellency by Mr. Cuthoravood ; which be.

g read, s in the Words jollowing,

e,
Gonzlener,

« ALl Night I receivedaa Letter from the Commifiongs for
L Indian Afiairs at Albany, by. Extgels,.dated the 1-m In.
flant, acquainting me,. That the Miglt belore, the Brory 1.l
cut off Saraghtopa Semtlemenr, vpon our Northern rronue:,
that only one Family has efcapea the Deftrudien by Flgu;
that they faw the Fort and {oine other Buildings in Flames,

Of fuch libe Misfartunes I have given you repeated Warn.
ings; and as ty what Heed you have given 1o shem, 1 leave s
your own ferious Reflection: “t'ne World will judge of it 5 and
as the Commiffioner’s Letter (which I herewith lxy betore yoi,
intimates, it is.amaziag that the Neceflity of bmldmg {ome For-
ufications for the Protection. of our Morthern Frontiers (wlich
I'have fo often urged} thould havehad mo betier Effedt with-
you ; and I muft fay, asthe Commiflioners do, the like was
never known, that ene Part of a Governmsnt fhould be lefi w
be buichered by the Enemy, avithout AfGfance from ue
othen,

As thefe Settlements, at the Difiance only of bétween 30 and
40 Miles from Afbany, are deftroyed, the High Read 1 now

_cleared from Crown Point, to that City ; and I find it abfo-

lutely neceffary .to make immediate Detachments of the Miliia
from. the. neighbouring Couyities, . and others Parts of the Pro-
vince, to its Proteftion agaifft the Infolts of tho Enemy ; for
whofe Subfiflence, it is incumbent on you to make ample Pro-
vifion with the.utmof Difpatch, as likewife for.the ereéting a
proper Fort at the. Carrying place ; which (as.Affairs have
hitherto been conduéted).'I find is likely to be poftpon’d as 2
Matter not deferving your Attention at this Conjancture; ard
another for the Prote&ion of the. Settlements in the Néigh
baurhood of. thofe which have been deftroyed, and for the Mau-
tainance of Juch Numbers of. Men &¢'will be neceffary to goard
ghem whilit building ; and unlefs fuch Forts are buile, it will be
impradticable to fend Qut-Scouts to watch the Motiens of the
Enemy, when they have no Place of Safety to yefort to upon
Occafion,

I cannot.now hefitate abeut engaging the Six Nations of Is-

. dians in the War: You may have oblerved by the Iaft.Tacxy
s 'fdaj; that ',_=wi11 iaform wor b8 O Indred Th= - n M. i’
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conela? Ty that iy
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